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Spring is here. A time when the weather 
improves, flowers start to bloom, and the 
footy finals are upon us. That last one can 
be read in one of two ways. You either look 
forward to the football finals because you 
love the game, or you look forward to the 
end of the football season. Either way, it is 
a positive time of year. 

I say these things because, as you all 
know, times are still challenging with 
Covid. But there are so many positive 
aspects happening in our community and 
hopefully in our families. 

One blessing for our school is the recent 
announcement of a 2 million dollar State 
Government grant to assist in building 
three new classrooms and a woodwork 
room. There is more on this exciting news 
later in this publication. 

We are excited to share with our 
community that in 2022, we plan to add 
2 new classes. One of the new classes 
is in the secondary as we continue the 
process of double streaming, moving to 2 
classes at both Year 7 and 8. The other will 
be a new primary class, taking us from 5 
composite primary classes to 6 composite 
primary classes. There are limited spaces 
available at some year levels across the 
school. If you know of families considering 
joining the College, we ask you to please 
get them to contact the school for a tour 
(virtual tour during Covid lockdown) and 
information.

Our students continue to do well in their 
online learning. We have very high levels 
of engagement from our students as our 
teachers work hard to deliver excellent 
teaching and learning programs through 

the variety of remote mechanisms. I am 
thankful that we have access to such great 
technology that allows things like video 
conferencing. 

When times are full of challenges, it is 
important to remember some of the basic 
teachings in the Bible. Mathew Chapter 6 
is one such teaching that most of us are 
familiar with.  I believe It speaks for itself. 
Mathew 6
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about 
your life, what you will eat or drink; or about 
your body, what you will wear. Is not life more 
than food, and the body more than clothes? 
26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not 
sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you 
not much more valuable than they? 27 Can 
any one of you by worrying add a single hour 
to your life[e]?

28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See 
how the flowers of the field grow. They do not 
labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even 
Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like 
one of these. … 33 But seek first his kingdom 
and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do 
not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 
worry about itself. Each day has enough 
trouble of its own.

I pray you can continue to stay safe and 
well. Look for the positive in your world, 
and be thankful for the blessings, even in 
these uncertain times.

God Bless

Chris Aiton

“ I am thankful that we have access to 
such great technology”

Staff Development

Primary Science Week

Year 9/10 Community Service Class 

Building Development Grant 

VCE Health & Human Development

Parents & Friends Update and 
Suessical Production Update

Year 8 Maths & Staff Profile 

Year 9/10 Art

32

01

02

04

05

06

07

08

09

Contents Principal’s
Piece

Principal Chris Aiton

Shepp Christian Lions Sports Club Update10

Important Dates11

Primary Science Week03



01
4

During our first staff development day on 12th 
July our teachers and learning support staff 
attended a professional development day run 
by David Vinegrad from Behaviour Matters. 
The theme for the day was developing key 
strategies for building classroom cultures 
which promote positive behaviours. We 
looked at the 3 fundamentals of cooperative 
classrooms and positive classroom climates 
and worked on developing a whole school 
approach for positive behaviour. The aim for 
the day was to work towards a consistent 
approach to maximising relationships so that 
we can maximise learning outcomes for all of 
our students. It was a great day for our Staff 
team.

On Tuesday 13th July we all travelled together 
to Echuca for a day of team and relationship 
building. Staff enjoyed some old school 
movies and arcade games at  Penny Arcade, 
followed by lunch together at Antonio’s and a 
river boat cruise on the PS Adelaide along the 
Murray River.  A wonderful day was had by all 
the staff team.

STAFF 
DEVELOPMENT 
12th & 13th July
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PRIMARY

SCIENCE WEEK
The school theme this year for National Science Week was Food: Different by Design. It was in 
honour of the United Nations International Year of Fruit and Vegetables and the International 
Year of Creative Economy for Sustainable Development. Each class in Primary selected science 
experiments around the food and showed diversity of products, reactions and/or properties. The 
students rotated around each activity in their class group to experience a variety of activities.

Students with Mrs King looked at how butter was made in times gone by and looked at modern 
day processing. Two jars of milk were passed around the room during the session to be continually 
shaken to make classroom butter. After approximately 20 minutes of shaking, students had made 
butter. It was a great experience to see the buttermilk and solid butter slowly separate and form. 
There was a lot of excitement and cheering by students as they achieved the goal of making butter. 

Mrs Harland showed the students the properties of corn. They watched a video showing how corn is 
harvested, looked at corn cobs and talked about how the seed can be planted to produce the next 
crop. Students took part in two experiments; the first was making corn dance in a mixture of water, 
vinegar and bicarbonate soda followed by students making oobleck. Oobleck is a combination of 
cornflour and water to the consistency that it can behave like a solid or a liquid depending on how 
much pressure you apply.
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PRIMARY

SCIENCE WEEK (CONTINUED)
Mr Stone entertained the students with exploding bottles 
of Diet Cola. Students witnessed a geyser of cola caused 
by Mentos lollies. Mentos lollies are rather dense, they 
sink rapidly through the liquid, causing a fast, large 
eruption of cola due to the reaction of carbon cioxide. 
Additionally students discovered what happens when 
a bottle is shaken to the point where extreme pressure 
builds, causing it to burst from its container.

In Mrs Cossar’s activity, students looked at her family’s 
dairy farm, learning how and where our milk comes 
from. Students took part in an experiment where they 
placed drops of coloured food dye into a bowl of milk. 
By adding dishwashing liquid to the middle, the fats in 
the milk broke down and pushed out to the edges of the 
bowl forcing the food dye out with it. This reaction causes 
some beautiful patterns to be made by the coloured food 
dye and was great fun to play with.

After lunch, students gathered outside to watch some 
more experiments using liquid nitrogen.. Miss Stone 
demonstrated what happens to different foods like lolly 
snakes and bananas when they are frozen to -296oC. 
Students were amazed to see how brittle the snake 
became and how it shattered like glass when dropped, 
and the banana became so hard that you could use it like 
a hammer. Students also enjoyed the taste of science 
after Miss Stone made ice cream using the liquid nitrogen 
and cream.

We were lucky to have one of our great secondary 
teachers Mr Milburn, join with us to demonstrate how 
quickly liquid nitrogen heated and turn into a gas. He also 
demonstrated how much gas expands and the force it 
creates. Students marvelled at how quickly liquid nitrogen 
turned into a gas when thrown into the air or poured onto 
the ground.
. 

0303



Year 9/10

Community
Services

Our Year 9 & 10 Community Service class have been busy 
helping our community. Students have assisted with the 
Goulburn  Valley Christian Fellowship “Care Program” by 
making a variety of meals for people in need. Additionally 
they helped the Prep/1 class with their morning reading 
while parent volunteers were unable to volunteer onsite 
due to government Covid restrictions. 

Prior to our current lockdown, students also helped the 
school with the front car park gardening project. It was a 
great opportunity for the students to work together as a 
team.

Even though our classes have and continue to be affected 
by Covid 19, students have a positive spirit and want to 
lend a hand to the community. 

I am very proud of all the students.

Mrs Aiton04
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$2,000,000 
BUILDING 
GRANT
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We are excited to share that Shepparton Christian College is the recipient of a $2 million building grant 
from the Victorian Government.  We recently received confirmation that our application for funding 
under the ‘Non-Government Schools Capital Fund’ was successful. 

The grant will contribute towards a new $2.8 million facility containing 3 general purpose classrooms 
and a specialist wood technology classroom.  This new and exciting building will help us to continue the 
excellent teaching and learning programs that we currently run at the College and expand our capacity 
to serve our school community into the future.

We are currently working with Williams Boag Architects to finalise the detailed plans for the project. 
Once plans have been finalised, we will begin the tender process with the aim to have builders on site 
before the new school year in 2022. We plan to have the building completed and ready for use for the  
2023 school year. 

Buildings do not make a school great. It is the people who make this school great. Our staff, students 
and parents create a fantastic learning community. Our Christian culture and how we seek to honour 
God, makes this school great. These new classrooms and facilities however are an essential part of our 
growth and we are grateful to the Lord for his continual provision to our college.
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The HHD students are currently studying a unit on 
parenting, prenatal and early childhood development. As 
part of their studies they are each taking home a care baby 
to care for over an agreed period of 2-4 days. They are 
required to feed, change, burp and comfort the baby. From 
the comments so far the students have found the care 
needs of the baby quite demanding. Not allowing them to 
go far without the baby crying out for attention or to think 
about much else other than the baby’s needs. I believe 
all have gained a lot from the experience and many have 
enjoyed it. 

As a Prep to Year 12 school we have a unique opportunity 
for interaction between multi age groups. The HHD students 
jumped at the opportunity as a class to gain practical 
experience, with the prep/1 class being the right age to be 
part of an early childhood development study. As part of 
this unit of study the HHD students have been looking at 
physical, social, emotional and intellectual development 
in early childhood. So they developed activities to engage 
the Prep/1 class and allowed themselves to see a range 
of development for each of the focus areas. The HHD 
students worked in groups of three with a group of 5-6 
Prep/1 students and ran each activity for about 12 minutes 
with each of the Prep/1 groups rotating through all of the 
activities each week.

The first week that we went into the Prep/1 class was an 
eye opener for the HHD students. Mrs King demonstrated 

the level of instruction required and ways of managing 
movement from one activity to another and different 
methods used to stop and get attention. We also enjoyed 
getting to know each other and enjoying some colouring in 
and reading activities. The second week was the steepest 
learning curve for the HHD students who were running 
physical activities for the Prep/1 class. They organised an 
obstacle course, played soccer on the tennis court and a 
game of rob the nest. Everyone had a wonderful time and 
gained so much from the experience. We saw differences in 
the physical developmental stages of the Prep/1 students 
which was the main goal but we also learned so much more 
and started to develop relationships that I am so pleased to 
see are ongoing in the school yard. The third week the HHD 
students focused on social and emotional development and 
organised games such as Simon says, Charades and Would 
you rather…? to focus on these areas. Once again these 
games gave great opportunity for observations of levels of 
development.

It was interesting to see students at recess before we 
were due to go to the class sitting together at one of the 
picnic tables. It was a lovely mix of little and big people. 
Upon closer inspection I see that it was mainly the HHD 
students with some of their new Prep/1 friends. A delightful 
side product of this project. Our fourth activity will focus 
on intellectual development and will have to wait until we 
return after lockdown.
Deb Spencer

VCE
Health & Human 
Development
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The Shepparton Christian College Parents & Friends 
Committee have been working behind the scenes 
throughout 2020 and 2021 to coordinate fundraisers 
and events for the College. Unfortunately, Covid has 
impacted the Parents & Friends Committee’s ability 
to hold the planned events. But they were able to 
successfully run 2 large fundraisers within weeks to 
bring people together and support the school.

On August 14th Parents & Friends held an amazing 
Bunnings BBQ. Through the help of many amazing 
parent volunteers they raised $1400 which will be 
used across the school for various equipment/
supplies that will assist all our students and their 
education.

Throughout June & July the committee organised a 
Pie Drive. Due to Covid the dates for form submissions 
and deliveries were postponed. Thankfully the 
amazing team from the Tatura Bakery were flexible 

and managed to have the pies arrive on the 20th 
August. There was $425 raised from this fundraiser.

Thank you to all the families and friends of Shepparton 
Christian College for supporting the College through 
these fundraisers. 

P & F President Eva Finster would also like to give 
a special thank you to all of the volunteers who 
volunteered their time at either or both of the 
fundraisers and in the school canteen. 

Parents & Friends

God didn’t give us a spirit of fear but of power, love & 
sound mind. 
2 Timothy 1:7

PARENTS & FRIENDS
Bunnings BBQ & Pie Drive Fundraiser Update

07
16 17



18

Yahtzee 2 times in a row
Jotham Mallon

YEAR 8 
Maths 

Year 8 Maths have been studying probability 
and data this term. As part of that unit we 
have been playing Yahtzee.

During one game Joth scored a Yahtzee 
(that is all five dice have the same number) 2 
turns in a row and 4 times in the whole game.  
For those of you who play Yahtzee you will 
know this is almost unheard of, but what are 
the chances really? The year 8 students are 
going to find out.

Mrs Spencer

0808
After completing Year 12 with us in 2020, Jason Dann 
began his employment with the College as an Assistant 
Grounds Keeper. In 2021 Jason has been working hard 
on various projects around the school whilst undertaking 
further studies in Horticulture at GOTAFE. 

Jason has aspirations to one day work for himself with his 
own gardening business. In the meantime Jason stated 
that he “wants to keep working at the school, because 
every day is different”. 

Jason is such a diligent, polite and hardworking young 
man who has been a perfect fit here with the SCC Staff 
and students. 

Thank you Jason for all you do. You are such a great 
example to all the students here at SCC.

19

Jason Dann
Assistant 

Groundskeeper
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Year 9/10 ART

Semester 2 has been quite extraordinary. We have been in 
and out of remote learning which has impacted the ability for 
our art classes to create art at school. 

When the opportunity comes around to participate in class 
onsite, I have to say all of our students give it their absolute 
best effort. 

Our  Year 9/10 Art elective class  have created some fantastic 
examples of tie dyed shirts and even socks. Each of the 
students have put their own creative spin on the colourful 
dying process. Well done to everyone, they looked amazing.

Mr Hickingbotham
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Shepparton Christian 
College Lions Club

SPORT UPDATE

10   

• Netball Presentation Night - Casablanca Pizza Restaurant, 6pm Saturday 16th October  
 $5 per adult - 1 adult per player to attend   [players free] 
 RSVP - 8th October to the Office
• Shepparton Junior Soccer Association Final Series, Saturday 9th & 16th October
 Under 12 Team
• Netball Twilight Season
• Basketball Summer Season
• Expression of Interest - 2022 Winter Soccer & Netball
 Forms to be released on School Stream in November

Coming up in Term 4
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The 2021 Winter Sports Season has been a challenging one for all participants and team managers/coaches. Due to ongoing uncertainty 
with lockdown timelines, density and gathering limits, when restrictions might be eased and the inability for teams to train and prepare 
for sport, it is with great disappointment the local SNA Winter Sports Season has come to an end early. All of our teams experienced 
success in the way of wins, but also success in the development of skills and new friendships. 

We have heard the exciting news that the Shepparton Junior Soccer Association are planning for a final series to begin once lockdowns 
ease and sports can return. There is no doubt that our under 12 team will continue to put their best efforts in when finals return. We wish 
the team all the best for their upcoming Final Series. 

The basketball season was over quickly, but our players gave their best effort week after week. Unfortunately, they did not 
make it through to the basketball finals but all the team are keen and excited to return for the upcoming Summer season. 

Throughout this season, teams across the Victoria were in and out of lockdowns regularly, whilst holidays and injuries all led to quite an 
interrupted season for everyone across all sport. Despite this, all of our teams continued to get back into participating and training again. 
There is a quote by Vince Lombardi  that describes how all of our sport teams have approached this crazy & interrupted sport season;  “It 
does not matter how many times you get knocked down, but how many times you get up”. A great example of this was when the under 
13 netball team at one point had 4 players out injured, allowing for two of the under 11 team players (Ruby & Willow) to play up an age 
group. This was a great experience for the girls and the under 13 team, in which they enjoyed their first win of the season. 

Win or lose our teams continue to show great sportsmanship, something that we are very proud of. We can all be proud our very first ever 
sport season as the Lions, and we are looking forward to the contnued development of the  teams, players and the Shepp Christian Lions 
Sports Club. 
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Important Dates
Primary & Secondary

October
 4th   Day 1 - Term 4
 5th   Year 12 GAT
 15th  Prep - Grade 3 Sleepover (TBC)
 20th  Year 12 Last Day 
 25th   Year 7/8 GMSSDV Summer Sports
 27th   Year 12 VCE Exams Start

November
 1st   No School
 2nd   Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday
 3rd  Prep Orientation (TBC)
 9th  Volunteers Morning Tea (TBC)
 10th  Prep Orientation Day # 2 (TBC)
 15th - 18th End of Semester Tests - Year 7 & 8
   End of Semester Exams - Year 9 -11
 17th  Prep Orientation Day # 3 (TBC)
 18th  Year 12 Graduation Dinner (TBC)
 19th  Report Writing Day (No School)
 22nd  Year 7 Information Night (TBC)
 24th  Prep Orientation Day # 4
   Early Commencement Program - Year 7 -11 

December
 3rd  Whole School Awards Assembly (TBC)
 6th  Celebration Night at Eastbank Shepparotn (TBC)
 7th  Whole School Orientation Day
 8th - 9th Activity Days Prep - Year 11
 10th  Last Day of School 
 16th  Office Closes 12pm

February
 2nd  VET Courses begin
 3rd  1st Day of Term 1


